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Paper – III : TRIBAL ECONOMY, POLITY AND RELIGION

Objectives: This paper imparts the basic institutions of society. There are also units

on ideas relating to cultural change and the applications of Anthropological

knowledge. The skills imparted from this class should be useful to the student in

analyzing any society in terms of its components and collect data regarding these

units.

Syllabus

Unit – I : Economic organization: Definition. Different forms of tribal economy – food

gathering, Hunting, Fishing, Pastoral, Horticultural, Agriculture.

Unit-II : Tribal polity - meaning, features of tribal polity, types of political

organization (uncentralized, centralized). Tribal welfare measures : Multipurpose

Tribal Development Blocks (MTDB), Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP),

Tribal Youth  Self-employment Schemes (TRISEM).

Unit – III : Meaning of applied and action Anthropology; The modern trends in Indian

Tribal Culture. Impact of Hindu and Christian Culture on Tribes.

Unit – IV : Religion : Definition, constituents of Religion. Theories of origin of religion

- Animism, Animatism, Totemism, Naturalism. Functions of religion.

Unit – V : Magic: Types of Magic; Magic, Religion and science; Shaman, Priest, folk

medical practitioner.
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