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W.E.F. 2021-22 

Paper IV: SOUTH INDIAN EPIGRAPHY 

Unit-I :  Value of South Indian inscriptions for the study of social, economic, 
religious and cultural history of South India – Nature - Scope and 
Significance of South Indian Inscriptions 

 
Unit-II : Importance of South Indian Inscriptions for the study of Political 

History Satavahanas – Ikshvakus – Early Pallavas – Cholas – Badami 
Chalukyas Eastern Chalukyas – Kakatiyas – Reddis and the 
Vijayanagara rulers. 

 
Unit-III : Various types of South Indian Inscriptions – Donative – Prasasti – 

Religious – Commercial Administrative – Commemorative – Literary. 
 
Unit-IV : Significance of early inscriptions of South India - Asokan edicts in 

South India and its significance. 
 
Unit-V : Regional languages and scripts used in South Indian Inscriptions  –  

Telugu – Tamil – Kannada and Malayalam – Contribution of South 
India for the development of Indian Epigraphy. 

 
Suggested Readings 

1. E.Buhler: Indian palaeography 

2. R.B.Padey : Indian Palaeography 

3. C.Sivaramamurti : Indian Epigraphy and South Indian Scripts 

4. D. C. Sircar: Indian Epigraphy 

5. P. V. Parabrahma Sastry and N.S. Ramachandra Murthy : Telugu 
Script ( Origin and Evolution). 

6. Solomon Richard : Indian Epigraphy (A Guide to the Study of 
Inscriptions in Sanskrit,Prakrit and other Indo-
Aryan Languages), New Delhi,1998 

7. N.Krishna Reddy: Sasanaparichayam (Telugu) 
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Paper - V – TIRUMALA-TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS INSCRIPTIONS  
 

 
Unit – I History of Tirupati, History of Tirumala Temple, 

Govindaraja Swami Temple Tiruchanoor and Temples 
under TTD. 
 
 

12 Periods 

Unit – II TTD inscriptions, History – Types, Classification – 
Languages & Scripts. 
 
 

12 Periods 

Unit – III Patronage to TTD – Donors – Donations – Land and 
Village grants – ornaments – cattle and others 
 
 

12 Periods 

Unit – IV Festivals & Rituals as gleams through the 
inscriptions – Daily rituals – Weekly – Monthly – 
Annual Festivals  
 

12 Periods 

Unit – V TTD Contribution to Education – Pilgrims & Pilgrimage 
facilities – Contribution to Society 
 
 

        12 Periods 

Suggested Books: 

1 D.C. Sircar : Indian Epigraphy, New Delhi – 1965 
2  : Tirumala Tirupati Devastanam 

inscriptions Volumes 1 to 8 
3  : EpigraphiaIndica Volumes 
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IVth  SEMESTER – EPIGRAPHY 
 

 

Paper - V – TIRUMALA-TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS INSCRIPTIONS 
 

 

MODEL QUESTION PAPER 

PART – A 

Answer any FIVE of the following, Each question carries 5 marks                   5X5=25 marks 

1. Govindaraja Swami Temple. 

2. Donation of Ornaments. 

3. Donation of Cattle. 

4. Tiruchanoor Temple. 

5. Importance of Kalyana Venkateswara Swami. 

6. Relation of Krishnadevaraya with Tirumala. 

7. Relation of Annamayya with Tirumala. 

8. Sthalapurana of Tirumala. 

PART – B 

Answer ALL the questions, Each question carries TEN Marks           5X10=50 marks 

 

9.  a) Write an essay on Origin & Evolution of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams as an Institution. 

or 

     b) Write an essay on the History of Tirumala-Tirupati from Vijayanagara period to Colonial    

          period with special reference to inscriptions. 

 

10. a) Write a note on other temples related to TTD. 

or 

      b) Write a note on Telugu-Kanada inscriptions. 

11. a) Give an account on Tamil inscriptions of Tirumala. 

or 

      b). Describe the various forms of donations to Tirumala Temple. 

12. a)  Examine the importance of daily festivals & rituals performing in Tirumala Temple. 

or 

      b) Describe the festival of Bramotsavam and its importance. 
 
 

13. a) Write an essay on the contribution of TTD in the promotion of education. 

or 

 

      b) How Tirumala as a Pilgrim centre promoted the social & national integration. 


