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DEPARTMENT OF VIROLOGY

VISION:

 To impart quality education and training to produce future Virologists and to pursue research on basic and applied aspects 
of microbial, plant, animal and human viruses for the welfare of mankind and society.

MISSION

 To provide sound knowledge in theoretical concepts and practical skills to the post graduate students through effective 
teaching and hands-on training in the contemporary areas of Virology that can provide employability opportunities.

  To pursue research and extension activities on characterization, diagnosis and management of economically important 
plant, animal and human viruses through sponsored research projects.

 To achieve academic excellence by establishing national/international collaborations and industry partnerships for the 
professional development of students and faculty.

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT

 Virology is the study of viruses that infect microbes, plants and animals. Virology is very important and most relevant 
subject to the current trends and it facilitates finding solutions to some of the dangerous virus problems that are emerging 
in the society (e.g., SARS-CoV-2, Zika, monkey pox, HIV, HPV, Rabies, Dengue, Chikunguniya, Japanese encephalitis, 
swine flu, Ebola)

 The M.Sc. Virology program offered by the Department of Virology at Sri Venkateswara University College of Sciences 
(SVUCS), SV University, Tirupati, was started in 1987 with the UGC approval by the great initiative and incredible 
efforts made by (Late) Prof. M.V. Nayudu, Founder of M. Sc Virology program and the Virology Department at SV 
University. (Late) Prof. P. Sreenivasulu and Prof. D.V.R. Sai Gopal has worked along with Prof. M. V. Nayudu in laying 
the strong foundation to the M. Sc Virology program in the Dept. of Virology through their extraordinary strategies and 
research contributions. 

 The Dept. of Virology is “Unique” and first of its kind in the country to offer M.Sc., Virology program with 
interdisciplinary approach (microbial, plant, animal and human viruses). 

 Out of 13 state Universities, only SV University is offering M. Sc Virology program that too in semester system (1989 
onwards). From the inception, Dept. of Virology is committed to achieve excellence in education, research, and extension 
through systematic and focussed teaching and hands-on-practical training in frontier areas of Virology. 

 The Department provides a stimulating research environment for a highly interactive group of faculty members, who 
made significant contributions in their specializations and are working together for a common goal of identification, 
characterization diagnosis, and management of plant, animal and human viruses.

 The Department has made commendable progress through inter departmental and institutional collaboration at local, 
National and International levels.



Dr. R. Ranjani Ramakrishnan - Head of the Department

Dr. R. Ranjani Ramakrishnan joined in July 2007 in Virology department as teaching faculty, S V 
University, Tirupati. Dr. R. Ranjani obtained her BSc. MSc., PhD., PGDPD from SV University, 
Tirupati. She worked as JRF in CSIR project. She qualified GATE in 1996. She published 32 
research papers, 2 books, 2 patents, co-author in 2 books for co- edited 4 books and 10 articles in 
college magazines. She received UGC-MRP (2011) project grant, completed 4 MSc projects, and 
successfully supervised PhD students. She participated in conferences and workshops. She 
visited SRI LANKA. Worked as Joint Organizing Secretary in VIROCON 2010. She received 
18, National and International awards. She is Coordinator for Alumni of Virology;  LMS 

Coordinator for Virology; Coordinator for Consolidated monthly report  preparations of SVUC of Science. She is Deputy 
Warden for SVU Women hostel, Tirupati. Acted as Special observer, Observer, Inspection Committee member, Anti-
ragging committee Member and Resource Person. Created awareness on prevention of Viral diseases and CoVID 19.

Prof. M. Hema is a Professor (2015-till date) in the Department of Virology, Sri Venkateswara 
University, Tirupati. She has 16 years of teaching and 25 years of research experience by working 
in reputed national and international laboratories. She is a recipient of Adjunct Professor, YVU 
(2021), Erasmus Mundus European BRAVE Short Term Visiting Scientist fellowship in the year 
2018; APAS Fellow (2018), USIEF Fulbright Nehru Academic and Professional Excellence 
fellowship (FBN-APE) for the year 2016-2017 and DBT- Overseas Long-Term Associateship for 
the year 2009-2010. She has 60 publications (1247 citations, h-index 22 and i10-index 32) with 
good impact factor in reputed national and international journals and one Indian and four 

international patents as an inventor in her credit. She has completed 5 major research projects funded by DBT, CSIR and 
UGC and  has an ongoing CSIR project. She guided 5 Ph.D students. She has organized conferences, workshops and 
webinars and delivered several invited talks as a resource person.

Prof. D.V.R. Sai Gopal is currently working as Vice Chancellor of Cluster University, Kurnool. 
He was a senior professor in the Department of Virology, Sri Venkateswara University at Tirupati 
from 1989 to 2002. He did M.Sc., Botany with Virology specialization in 1983 and awarded with 
Ph.D., in 1987. Later he did the job as a Scientist in Indian Cardamom Research Institute, Spices 
Board (Ministry of Commerce, GoI) at Kerala from 1987 to 1988. In 1988 joined as a Lecturer 
(Assistant Professor), later promoted as an Associate Professor in the year 1998. He became a 
Professor through direct selection in the year 2006. He   worked as a Co-ordinator and later 
became as a Head, Department of Virology and Microbiology department respectively. He acted 

as a Chairman BOS in Microbiology (UG and PG) and Industrial Microbiology course.  He acted as a one of the Indian 
Co-ordinators for Erasmus Mundus BRAVE programme. He acted as an Academic Senate member of S.V.University, 
Tirupati for five years. Presently he is working as Head, Department of Virology and Co-ordinator I to DST-PURSE 
programme, GoI, New Delhi at SVU Campus. He acted as Chariman BOS in Microbiology Vikrama Simhapuri 
University, Nellore and acted as a member in BOS at various universities in AP, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. He visited 
USA, Philippines, Athens and Toky on academic activities. In 2017 ‘Best Teacher Award’ given by Government of 
Andhra Pradesh. Power Prof. D.V.R. Sai Gopal has published 155 research publications in indexed journals both at 
national and international level with citation 1468, the h Index is 19 and i10 - index 42. He co-authored 6 textbooks, 2 lab 
manuals at National level and 2 books at International level. He guided 22 Ph.D students for the last 31 years. He is an 
editorial board member in 5 International journals and 6 in National journals. He registered 2 patents and applied 4 patents 
under Indian Patent act. He organized 3 International conferences, 10 national conferences/symposia and 13 national 
workshops/training programme at S.V.U, Tirupati.

Prof. M. Hema - Chairperson, BOS

Prof. D. V.R. Sai Gopal - Currently serving as Vice Chancellor, Cluster University, Kurnool, AP



Dr. M. Charitha Devi is working as Associate Professor in the Dept. of Virology, SV University, 
Tirupati. She obtained her MSc in Microbiology from Sri Krishna Devaraya University, 
Anantapur during 1992 and Ph.D., from Padmavati Mahila Viswavidyalayam, Tirupati during 
1999. She worked as DST Fast Track Young Scientist in the Dept. of Applied Microbiology, 
SPMVV. She has 20 years of teaching and 26 years of research experience, published 46 research 
papers in various national and international journals. She authored 4 text books and 7 book 
chapters. One UGC- PDF, five Ph.Ds and two M.Phils awarded under her guidance. As a 
principal investigator, she has completed 5 Major Research projects sanctioned by UGC, DBT, 

DST and ICAR. She is the recipient of Associate fellow -AP Academic of Sciences, DST-Young Scientist and ICAR-SRF. 
She acted as Head I/C, BOS Chairperson in Dept. of Virology and as RC Coordinator for several refresher courses.

Dr. G.Narasimha working as Associate Professor in Virology having 18 years of teaching, 25 
years of Research experience, published more than 100 research papers in scopus and web of 
science indexed journals. Published 6 books, 12 book chapters.  One DST-PDF(mentor), 4 
Ph.D’s and two M.Phils awarded.  Completed 3 Major Research projects of UGC, DBT and 
BRNS. He is recipient of Associate fellow -AP Academi of Sciences, Young faculty and AD 
World Scientist ranking and Promotion of Good Research. He is serving as editor, editorial, 
advisory member for good number of National and international peer reviewed journals 
Dr.Narasimha looks forward to develop his eminence in the fields of modern science and 
technology.

Dr. M. Charitha Devi

Dr. G. Narasimha












